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Purpose of the Study 

General: help in building the body of knowledge on 
ecosystem services of the forests based on the 
traditional knowledge of the Kuy Indigenous people 
in Cambodia .    

 
Specific: determine the condition and use of the 

forest resources of the villages dominated by Kuy 
communities in Kampong Thom province 



 Location of the Study Site: 
Salavisay and Thnort Villages in 
Kampong Thom Province, 
Cambodia 

 Sampling Method: purposive 
sampling of 40 respondents, .  

 The age of the respondents 
ranges from 45 to 78 years old.   

 

 





Approximate location of the Kuy Community 
and the CF areas in Kampong Thom Province. 

 



Description of the Kuy Indigenous People 
  One among the indigenous ethnic 

groups in Cambodia that are widely 
dispersed geographically and 
extending as far as Thailand and 
Laos 

 
Mainly located in the northeast  of 

Cambodia(Mann and Markowski, 
2005; Swift, 2013). 
 

  They are physically very similar  to 
the Khmers (Swift, 2013) and are 
fast losing  their ethnic identity as 
they assimilated to the Khmer 
culture. 

A Khmer Researcher (Left) 
interviewing the Kuy Respondents 

Farm of a Kuy  



Description of the Kuy Indigenous People 

 Kuys  had a reputation as iron ore  
smelters and blacksmiths of the 
Khmer empire, but have lost them 
through time (Mann and Markowski 
2005; Swift 2013).  
 

 Today are  predominately agrarian, 
relying almost entirely on wet rice 
production for sustenance.  

Farm of a Kuy  



Timeline of the Area 
Year Significant Events 

1975-1979 The reign of Khmer Rouge. 
1980-1990 Most of the Kuy community members resettled back to the village where they practice traditional 

agriculture.  
Some migrants also who settled and mingled with the Kuy communities.  
Many community members including settlers started clearing the land for agriculture.  
The area quickly became a barren land. 

1990-1995 Forest concession  operates in the area  
1993-1998 More lands were cleared by local people for plantation, farms, industrial crops and house 

construction  
1998-2004 Most of the people abandoned the area for other works (construction and working with ELCs) 

and the forests started to recover. 

2004 The Community Forestry was established facilitated by an NGO (SDK) and the FA.  
At this  same time, the forest concession also came in which was owned by a certain  Maredi.   

2008 The concession was canceled but the forest concession was converted to an Economic Land 
Concession 
The operation of the ELCs has affected the livelihood of the communities especially among the 
Kuy communities.  
WWF also came in to train the communities, plant rattans and produce seedlings of rattan 
seedlings.  

2012 APFNet came to the area to introduce a restoration project.  
2013 RECOFTC came to assist in the preparation of the document for CF Agreement.  



Provisioning Services: Forest 
Products Collected 



Sources of NTFPs of the Respondents 

Most of the Kuys used to 
collect NTFPs even as far 
as outside their villages. 
But recently, their 
collection is restricted 
within their village 
(mostly in their CFs as 
the adjoining areas 
managed by other  
villagers who forbid 
them from entering,  or 
already deforested).    



 Fuel (firewood and charcoal)  
 Collected from fallen trees and broken 

branches.  
 55 percent of the respondents sell 

firewood and charcoal that they collect 
from the forest.  

 Medicinal Plants 
 40% of the members collect medicinal 

plants for sale 
 Edible Plants  
 food plants collected: mushrooms, 

and vegetables, edible shoots (88%), 
and wild fruits (65%) 



Season of collecting medicinal plants 

The respondents mostly 
collect medicinal plants all 
year round.  
There is only a slight change 
on the overall number of 
collectors of medicinal plants 
(from 38%  in 1945-1980 to 
40% after 1980).   



Community members who produced charcoal: There is 
a very significant  increase in number of people 
producing charcoal after 1980 



Frequency of collection of wild edible plants including mushrooms, roots and shoots 
from the forest: The number of collectors of edible plants has not changed significantly 
after 1980. 



A. Number of people who collected fruits: There is an increase in 
number of people who collected wild fruits. 
 

 
 



 Bushmeats and Edible Insects 
 Bush meats along with fish, traditionally 

provide a cheap source of protein 
among the Kuy communities 

 Mostly for  the subsistence; 5 percent 
hunted bush meats for income/sale 

 Remaining forests still have some 
wildlife but Kuys are slowly abandoning 
wildlife hunting. Bush meats could not 
be  commercialized because of tight 
government regulations and 
conservation campaign by NGOs 

 Edible Insect collected from 
the forest in Kampong Thom 



Number of people who hunt 
for bushmeats: The number of 
people hunting bushmeats has 
significantly decreased after 
1980.  

Relative value of 
bushmeats: The value of 
bushmeats has significantly 
increased after 1980   



Season for hunting: There is no 
significant change on the trend 
of hunting. Mostly they hunt 
from 2nd to 4th quarter. 
 

Mode of hunting animals: Except 
for trapping, the crude method of 
hunting (noose and arrow) has 
decreased after 1980. Employing 
guns to hunt animals, however has 
increased after 1980. 



 Honey 
 22% of the CF members collect honey. They 

usually collect this product when they 
chanced upon the honeycomb during their 
patrol works in the community forest that 
they manage 

 Production of honey is high due to the 
presence of the plantations of Acacia 
mangium and A. auriculaeformis planted by 
the ELCs.   

Collected honey peddled in the 
Village 

Naturally growing Pinus 
merkussii interspersed in the 
Deciduous forest in Kampong 
Thom province 



A. Number of respondents who collected honey for sale: There is a slight increase 
on the number of people collecting honey for sale. 
B. Season of collecting honey: Most of the collection of honey is on the second 
quarter. 
 



A. Naturally growing Pinus merkussii 
interspersed in the Deciduous 
forest in Kampong Thom province 

 
B. Collection period of resin: Mostly 

resins are collected during the first 
quarter/dry season. 

A B 



Wood for housing, farming tools and 
handicraft materials 
 72%  of the Kuys collect wood for 

housing 
 Many Kuys and Khmers started to use 

substitute wood with other 
construction materials such as 
concrete due to increasing scarcity of 
sawn timbers 

 The use of wooden farm tools also 
declined. Many Kuys now use 
modern agricultural equipment and 
machineries (e.g. tractor) that 
replace the wooden plows and carts 



Importance of timber/Wood Materials: Wood is considered 
very important for housing and farm implements. This relative 
importance has not changed after 1980.    



Number of respondents who use  
timber from the forests for housing 

Number respondents who sold 
wood collected from the forests 

Number of respondents who use 
timber from the forests for the 

production of farming implements 

There is a decrease on the number 
of people collecting timber from forests  
for housing and for farm implements.  
 
But there is an increase number of people 
who sold the timber collected from the forests 



Regulating Services 
 
Most of the community members are aware of the role of 

forests on water and hydrology (95%), shelter (92%), climate 
change (87%) and nutrient buildup of the soil (82%). The high 
awareness on the regulating services of the forest could be 
attributed to the awareness raising activities of the government 
and the NGOs.  

 
 Knowledge on the buffering role of the forests (e.g. preventing 

spread of insects) appears to be low among the respondents  
(52%) 
 



Cultural Services 
 Kuys are like many indigenous people 

who believe in the forest spirit and 
perform ceremonies when there is 
sickness or perceived bad luck 

 Traditionally, Kuy  people bury their 
dead in the spirit forests. Wildlife 
hunting and collection of forest 
products , especially the cutting of 
timber and other extractive activities, 
are forbidden in the spirit forests.   



Supporting Services 
 Kuys recognize the role of the forests in 

improving the condition of the soil 
(85%).  

 
 It is also a common and traditional 

practice of the Kuy people to let the 
vegetation grow after a series of 
cultivation. Thereafter, the Kuy farmer 
return and start cultivating after seeing 
that enough organic matter 
accumulated to the soil.  

  
 There is a strong agreement among the 

respondents on the role of the forests 
in serving as habitat to wildlife (82%).  
 



Conclusion 
 Despite the degraded forest condition, Kuy indigenous 

communities perceive that  the forests provide provisioning 
services and provide modest contribution to their livelihood. The 
provisioning services include firewood and charcoal, edible plants, 
bush meats, medicinal plants honey,  resin, wild fruits, materials 
for housing, farming tools, handicraft materials.  

With regard to regulating services, most of the community 
members are aware of the role of forests on water and hydrology, 
shelter, climate change and nutrient buildup of the soil. However, 
there are only few who believe the buffering role of the forests 
(e.g. preventing spread of insects). 

 They also recognize the role of the forests in improving the 
condition of the soil and as habitat to wildlife. 

 The community forests are considered to be inadequate to 
support the goods that are needed for the Kuy communities. 
There is a need to expand the community forests and restore their 
ecosystem services for the benefits of the local communities. 
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